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Pack Well

During Lent, as we focus on )
Christds journey
also examine the journey of our
lives. The first task when leaving ot
any adventure is packing. What
have you placed in your bag? Are .+ _
you weighed down with
temptations, seltloubt, money wores, relationship troubles?
Have you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag
feels too empty for the challenges ahead. Remember to pack
mercy, grace and forgiveness.

Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ
continues, even when the rohgcomes difficult. So as you
prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible by
Jesusd sacrifice on our

ABased on the
www.rethinkchurch.org/lent

oJourney to
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Official Acts ~

Baptis ms.: Caleb Lawrence Prosken -Wanta 1/28/12

Weekly Attendance . Dec. 18",2011 d&January15 * ,201 2
5:00 pm 8:00 am 10 :30 am Total

December1 8" 54 57 135 246

Christmas Eve 155 -6:00 pm 202 -11:00 pm 357

Christmas Day 108 -10:00 am

New Yeards Eve 68

New Year 0s Day 10:00 am 61

January 8 " 72 67 64 203

January 15 " 68 66 85 219

10 :30 am service!!
p 620

Our Nursery is s taffed during the

Baptized Membership 858 ~ Confirmed Membershi

S , 1 L

Immanuel has elders who assist the pastors during the worship service anc
outside of worship. Their job is to be of service to you in any cares/concerns
you may have with the congregation and within your family. Here are your

U S

elders: @ @)C @
Elder 1: Tom Bartnik 768794235 &_—@%3
Elder 2. Mike Everett 708795775 Elders
in Service

Elder3: Harold Oesterreich 708797745
Elder4: Marty Olsen 81864-4373

Please contact one of these elders should you have any concerns.

Ser mon

WE HAVE MOVED

If you plan to move or have already moved,
PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH QHt@Bur new address!!



Serving the living Lord at Immanuel

Management of | ifeds r eso@aring&sShafingsincd @88® s
the mission of the family of God at Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church in Mokena is to
effectively teach the Word God, promote spiritual growth of the Christian family,

and continuously reach out with love and service.

December 2011

OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD: $33,601.60

OUR MINISTRY:
Mortgage ~ $ 3,314.94 Mortgage Balance ~ $399,521.82
Outreach ~$- 65.85 YTD $ 276.35
Education ~$  484.09 YTD $2,190.20 Stewardship
Mission ~ $ 2,333.00 YTD $4,000.00 Report
Personnel ~$ 15,298.67
Utilities ~ Electric $943.01 ; Gas $393.49

Phone $531.23

Garbage $209.37; Water $87.81
Total Expenses: $31,711.84

Bulletin & Items Publishing

Bulletin articles are due on Thursdays by 10 am.
Articles for theMarch Itemsare due February 26
and will beon our websitee-mailed/available in Narthexn

February 24 .

We post Items Newsletter
on the Website!
www.immanuelmokena.org
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Biblical Stewardship Principles

February
e By daily repentance and remorse
_Q our arrogance, selfishnessd evil lusts
W are cast off so that we, through Word and Sacrament,
/ may grow in our Christian good works and our hope in
From the Board God.
of Stewardship

a@ jj~ka gel pb tel "~ob o
not to be arrogant nor to pt their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God. . .

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds,

"ka ql _b dbkbolrp "kal8}f

Lkb jfdegqg ob”~a gefp mr*pprdb ~ka phbb
Qf jl gev+ aLe) "~ka _v geb t~rv) Qfjl ge
therichql dbq I cc qebfo efde el opb ”“ka
And this would seem the desirable way to look at this passage, for it certainly the
would not apply to us. Either we would not find ourselves on a high horse, or w
would see ourseks as not being rich, or neither. With a clear conscience, w
could move on, letting these verses apply to others. But this is not the case wi
this passage as inspired by the Holy Spirit and written by St. Paul.

Here in this pastoral letter, these vees stand as a powerful application of the
doctrinal exposition preceding it. Timothy was to proclaim the doctrine of Law
and Gospel, correcting those who threatened to corrupt this doctrine. He was |
proclaim the true function and intent of the Law in théght of the Gospel

message. The Law exposes sin and condemns the sinner. Timothy was to procl
the Gospel which offers salvation in Jesus Christ, giving freedom from tt
condemnation of the Law. Thus, we find that these verses apply to each of us.

Wej *hb | ropbisbp aof eA fk qgefp cibb
our wealth, in our money or in our investments. When we do this, we are prone 1
arrogance, for the true servant nature in Christ is lost. When we do this, we al
prone to selfshness, for we have removed God from being first in our lives. An
this is quite easy to do, for our sinful nature would have us to do this. As Marti

l rgebo tolgb) a + + + Il ro pfkcri k »
drownedand diewitt* i i pf kp ~ka bsfi irpgp+ +
KI't) tb eb”~o qgqeb DI pmbi "ka el mb fKk
l ro bkglvjbkgA pl ge”q tb j~r~v dil ofc
pbosb< Fk @eofpqg) tb | _bv qe bddéelsjgnd |

ql b dbkbolrp Nka tfiifkd ql penc
condemnation, but because of our freedom in Christ and His love now residing
us.

Jr"oqfk I rgebo tolgb) a + + + ~ka) ™
Nofpb) tel pe”ii ifsb _bclob DIla fk
of the Gospel, we live in this righteousness and purity now, and because of this,
are more and more Chridike, generous in all things.


http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

|mmanuel Youth Goup
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Check out our web site atww.immanuelmokena.or@nd click on the
Ge2dzikKéeg tAYy|®
You can also find out about upcoming events, view pictures and connect
with other youth thraugh our group on Facebook.
You can sign up for a free account and join our group.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENT
| SN Qa ¢KI (Qa
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Sunday Morning Bible Study9:15 a.m.
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CARE CORPS MINISTRY

OWANTS and GOTSH6

O WANTSO

0GOTSOo
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This section of the newsletter is to provide a space for anyone who
has an item that is still serviceable and needs a new home, or, if
you are in need of something and wish to post your need.

To submit a classified listing, simply send an email to Jill Weber at
thekerarch bffeeif@@nNdnuklMokbi.org o? pdZthdinfolhddidh d
in mailbox A2. Please be sure to include your contact information
as well. All classifieds will be posted for one month.
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Please provide the office with your e
mail address so we can include you in
mass e - mail messages and alerts.

Are you on Facebook?7?7??

We arellll

ked | mmanuel Lut heran Church
information on current and upcoming church events.

oLi

Jesusod time i the wilder

During
to do three things. Which of the following was not one of the temptations?

n

A. To change water into wine so0o wedc
B. To throw himself down frorthe top of the temple, expecting angels to save him
C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger

Mo k @ @ awoarrsdhi p eSaetianei mportder dtad egair
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http://www.immanuelmokena.org/
mailto:jill@immanuelmokena.org

FaithLegacy Seriess a process to
help famiies grow spiritually.
Every two yearsf a child's life...
1. Parents participate in three or
more sessions (90 min. /DVD/
discussiopwith other parents
about how to develop helpful
spiritual habits in family life 2. Parents bless the child in a worship service.
And 3. The child receigs an object with symbolic significance, to be keptin
his/her Faith Chestas a reminder of the treasure of faith in the chécheart

Every two years of your chil dds
another step in spiritual growth through a comtation of classes and

blessing events.Practical topics are discussed, such as how to have
effective family devotions, how to teach your child to serve, how to look

for teachable moments, and how to teach your child money

management and giving.

We arenow offering and scheduling sessions for groups of
parents for any of the stepsfor parents with children ages, 2-3, 4-
5, 6-7, and 8-9. See the narthex display for examples of the blessing
items for each faith step and explanations of topics that axevered for
each step and session of Faith Legacy. You can note interest there at the
display, contact the church office, or contact Leslie Cos{@t®8) 642-
1012 or Karrie Licates{(708) 821-6575 to sign up and for more
mformatlon

Show your love by giving Fair
Trade Divine Chocolate this
Val entineds

Your Valentine’s Day just

got a w hole lot sweeter,

Your one purchase gives many gifts 8 your
loved one gets a sweet treat, cocoa farmers
get a fair price for their crops and their

communities get the opportunity to dig wells,
build schools, provide health care and more!

Order by February 6 fo
Day! (Expedited shipping may apply)

Visit Lutheran Worl d F
Iwr.org/chocolate to shop today or call
888.294.9660.

A Christmas Venture

On Tuesday, December 20, a group
of five Immanuel women gave a
Christmas gift of their time to serve

at St . Matt hewos It

was a privilege to bring two new

visitors on our December visit o}

Kelly Klode and Em

well as Becky Budd and Terry

Mozzi. We were greeted by the

faithful k|t6:the9wereo

Ihdpfhy 80'see WLas Wdy wére phefaling forY Rkt BnnJalftmlhtrhay tak

feast on December 22 éé O6and more ha
We brought three boxes of hand -made
quilts sewn by our Immanuel quilting
|l adieséé.the quilts
as gifts to the homeless on the 22 ™,
As usual, huge pots of stew, rice,
vegetables, beans, soup and bread
were passed out to long lines of
hungry peopl eéééto .
only meal of the day
humble experience to serve at St.

Matthewséé..we are very quiet on th

just witnessed sGoadmds ngeorocdynéeés. . donat e

by volunteers and served to the ve

another O6feeding of the 5000. 50

Our next visit to St. Matthews is planned for Tuesday, February
21éécome andadijwil bena Fat Fuesday experience!!

Blessings,
Barb Belanski

Day .

Starting in March, /tems newsletter will only be available on
the church wehsite at wwwzlmmar_luelmokena.o_rq or in the
Narthex. The newsletter will continue to be mailed out to
shut-ins. If you would like to receive the newsletter
mdiithly via email or would like to continue to receive it by
regular mail, please contact the church office.



http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=sOJ3kJYNtytO4Ou0WdPWvg
http://www.immanuelmokena.org/

Refocus for Lent

Give up complainingi focus on gratitude.

Give up harsh judgment8 think kind thoughts.

Give up worryfi trust God to provide.

Give up discouragemerit be full of hope.

Give up bitternessgi turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatredi return good for evil.
Give up angeri be more patient.
Give up pettines$i become mature.
Give up jealousyi pray for trust.
Give up gossipingi control your tongue.
Give up sinfi turn to virtue.
Give up giving upfii persevee.

fi Author unknown
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Dale R. Barnes of Moreno Valley, California passed away on
December 19, 2011. Dale and his family lived in New Lenox and
attended worship in Mokena at Immanuel during the 1930and
40's. He was a desendant of the Geuther family involved in
forming the church in 1850 on St. Francis Road, where our
cemetery is located.Dale's wife Nancy and son Jeff decided that
memorials in his honor be donated to the Immanuel Cemetery
Fund, to help maintain the upkep and ongoing maintenance of the

facility.

St . Val ent

Every February 14, we celebrate the
loved ones in our lives with cards, flowers and

chocol at e. But Valenti
meaning thatds been | ost?

First declared a holiday b¥Xing Henry

neds

Yy

VIl of England in 1537, it commemorates the beheading of St.

Valentine on February 14, 270 A.D. His crime? Performing wedding
ceremonies after Roman Emperor Claudius Il had outlawed marriage.

Valentine was martyred for faithfully doing the wak God had

given hi m.

Al t hough i1itds good

remember the courage of a man who gave his life following his

convictions.
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IMMANUEL HYMNALS GO TO AFRICA!

At the beginning of the new yar, 170+ of our Lutheran

Worship hymnals that were replaced by the Lutheran Service Book

here at Immanuel were sent to New Song Lutheran Church in

Aurora. New Song is supporting a missionary and mission work in
South Africa and has been collecting hymnals that can be used in

the missions there. The following is a note of thanks from the
coordinator of the project at New Song:

il

Immanuel Mokena for the donation of the LW hymnals. Many of
the Lutheran churches over in South Africa have never had access
to hymnals, and simply cannot afford to acquire them, even used
ones. These LW's will allow them to see the words and music for
the first time, which is a true blessing.
50 hymnals to a congregation in Johannesburg. The choir sang
"How Great Thou Art" using the books, and words cannot describe

wanted to

take a

mo me n t

Back in July, | took a set of

how truly inspiring and moving it was to hear their joyous song.

S a cpbndtiohs likeBydrs will allow that to happen all over the country,

and | am very excited and extremely grateful for this gift.

Once the hymnals are shipped to South Africa and delivered
h ats thedatad ¢hdrahes, | will get you the names of the churches (and

hopefully some pictures) of where they wind up. Once again,

thanks to everyone at Immanuel Mokena.o

In His Service,

Steve Noland

cel ebrate
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